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In October 2008, the City of Cote Saint-Luc (csL) became the first
municipality on the island of Montreal to implement the collection/transport of organic waste for
all single family homes and duplexes after a successful pilot project. The project implementation
included a public awareness campaign, research of treatment sites, employee training, volunteer
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coordination and the adoption of a comprehensive waste by-law (#2302). Current results show a
reduction of the amount of waste dumped into landfills, as well as a production of quality compost.
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While acknowledging that as with any-
thing new, some people have fears and mis-

conceptions about how it works, “based o
our experience in the pilot project, once th
program begins and people realize how si
| ple it is, their fears will vanish and they wi
feel very good to be part of this.”
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CSL is preparing the next phase of the project: expanding organic waste collection for townhouses,
schools, residences for seniors, and municipal buildings/programs (e.g. community gardens, summer
camps). Furthermore, CSL has developed a turn-key program (communicationtools and implementation),
easily adaptable by other municipalities, to start their own organic waste collection project.
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It aims to distribute 34,000 360-litre
brown compost bins by December to all
households of four units or less and ex-
tend the program to apartment build-
ings next year. The program will cost
$50 to $60 a year per household to oper-
ate.

Decreasing landfill space and the
province’s fast approaching 2008 waste
reduction targets, which expect cities to
divert 60 per cent of waste from landfill,
are driving more and more cities to in-
stitute composting programs.

At least 12 Quebec municipalities al-
ready have city-wide organic collection
or pilot projects - including Victoria-
ville;Quebec City, Lachute, Rawdon, St.
Hyacinthe, Sorel Tracy and Iles de la
Madeleine.

Pointe Claire recently wrapped up a
four-month pilot project that included
200 homes, and Laval has a limited curb-
side program that began in 1996 and
now serves 6,000 households in
Chomedey, Ste. Rose and Laval des
Rapides.

Montreal has no immediate compost
plan in the works but is studying its op-

matter in the waste management plan

triplexes), composts 375 kilograms
kitchen scraps and garden waste a yea:
When it began collecting compos
Toronto reduced garbage collectic vy oW bin
from once a week to once every tw g ",;,:{n:l L2 metrie ,“,"' the
weeks and saw recycling rates rit duri,, ”l\‘\.m W
slightly, Rathbone said. The total pe Tuesds,,,
centage of waste diverted from landf “Weare o, .
climbed from about 33 per cent to 58 p{’ oy Cibation, aased by the
cent. e
Ironically, some of that material i..:[..,,;,‘jl’:_'r
trucked to Lachute for composting bogray, ;, |
cause Ontario doesn’t have enough f *¢ expe,
cilities to process all that Toronto ax(’""' Tesidents g,
other cities collect. " argapio \T.v.,\:.{l :‘d .
Cote St. Luc will ship its waste to s
site in St. Basile le Grand on the Sou
Shore run by GSI Environment, one
the largest companies providing cor
post services in Quebec.
There are about 40 such compost fac
ities in the province. Some are owned
run by cities, others by the private se
tor and still others by a combination
the two.
Many have been treating organ
waste from the food, agriculture ar
pulp and paper industries for years, b
are increasingly accepting residenti

nes of

TiMsNow THE GazeTTe  waste even though it’s more expensi
tions and hopes to touch on organic Volunteers gathered at Céte St. Luc pool this month to assemble composting kits, which have been distributed to homes.  to treat, said Susan Antler of the Co1

posting Council of Canada, a non-pro

TP APy Ao

h%,wm’&mM
o

.’WR[ TONES 0F o VisTE

City of

Cote Saint-Luc "

Population: 31 400
Total Households: 13 500

Brown Bin Collection:
5000 (single-family homes / duplexes)




